LONG ISLAND 


The surf pounds the stricken destroyer BALDWIN after the salvage vessels have been forced to seeky 
Shelter in Fort Pond Bay. 
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ture and natural sciences are on 
display. 
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“6he Grey Gho 


Frederick P. Schmitt 


IT WAS just a few minutes 
past noon on the 17th an- 
niversary of D-day, when a 
gallant ship which fought in 
that unforgettable Normandy 
Invasion, was unceremonious- 
ly scuttled some 95 miles S.E. 
of Montauk Point. The ship 
was the destroyer BALDWIN 
(DD 624), World War II vet- 
eran, which had recently run 
ashore on the _ treacherous 
southern Montauk shore. 


A mothballed destroyer, 
BALDWIN was being towed 
from the Boston Reserve 
Fleet to the Philadelphia 
Fleet by the navy tug KEY- 
WADIN (ATA 213), when at 
approximately 6:30 a.m. on 
April 16, 1961, a swivel in 
the towing line parted, set- 
ting the “tin can” adrift a- 
midst high winds, driving 
rain and smothering fog. 

She was a poor sight when 
I saw her a few days later 
not far from Caswell’s at 
Montauk. The large, grey 
“tin can” had rolled far in 
with the thundering break- 
ers, and was aground in eight 
feet of water. She was about 
200 feet from the beach that 
day, and I almost felt that I 
could reach out to the shiver- 
ing men aboard her, she was 
so close in. About 214 miles 
from the Point, she moved 
about a bit from the swells, 
which sent thousands of gal- 
lons of murky, muddy water 
below decks. 


But as I stood there on the 
beach I wondered of her past. 
Was she a proud ship? Where 
did she get her name? Later 
I learned that she had been 
named for Charles Baldwin, 
USN, who was a Civil War 
hero. Attached to the USS 
WYALUSING, he received 
the Congressional Medal of 
Honor. His citation read: 


“Volunteered May 25, 1864, 
in a night attempt to destroy 
the rebel ram Albermarle, in 
Roanoke River, and, although 
it was unsuccessful, he dis- 
played courage, zeal and un- 
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The wreck site, marked by cross, was between Caswell’s and Coconuts, 
an extremely rocky and inaccessible spot. The BALDWIN drifted 23 
miles before coming ashore. 


wearied exertion on the oc- 
casion.” 

The destroyer which event- 
ually bore Charles Baldwin’s 
name had her keel laid at the 
Seattle - Tacoma Shipbuilding 
yards in July, 1941, and she 
was launched at Seattle in a 
little less than a year. After 
her shakedown cruise, the 
1,630-ton BALDWIN became 
the flagship of Destroyer 
Division 36, arriving at Nor- 
folk, Va. in July, 1943. In 
August, 1948, she took part 
in her first Trans - Atlantic 
convoy duty between Norfolk 
and Casablanca, eventually 
returning to American waters 
in January, 1944. 

For the next months the 
BALDWIN was busily scour- 
ing the waters south of New- 
foundland for enemy U-boats. 
Anti-submarine duty was 
paramount in this area, for 
this is the main shipping 
route to northern Europe. 

During the next few months 
the Soviets were advancing 
on Germany from the East, 
while the Allies threatened 
Normandy. Sensing the on- 
coming squeeze, the Nazis 
felt that they could still man- 
age to block Allied attempts 
to beach for the time being, 
but they lacked the might 
needed to hold back a whole- 


sale invasion. 

The Allied plan of attack, 
known as “Operation Over- 
lord,” was to be the invasion 
force under General Dwight 
Eisenhower. The naval phase 
of the operation was known 
by the code name “Neptune,” 
and it was the largest am- 
phibious attack in history 
with some 4,000 ships in all 
under the command of Rear 
Admiral A. G. Kirk. The 
BALDWIN was among the 
33 destroyers which took part 
in. the invasion. 

The BALDWIN was one of 
the heroines of the horrible 
battle for “Omaha Beach,” a 
battle which can and will not 
be forgotten in the annals of 
American military history. 
The Nazis were holding their 
own, but their reinforcements, 
consisting of Panzer divisions, 
could not get through as the 
result of the constant, ham- 
mering gunfire of the USS 
BALDWIN, which in com- 
pany with six other destroy- 
ers, pounded the beaches con- 
stantly on June 6 in prepara- 
tion for the landings. The 
BALDWIN was directly re- 
sponsible for the Allied break- 
through into Continental Eu- 
rope. She was hit twice during 
the battle, but fortunately 
there were no personnel cas- 


195 








LONG ISLAND FORUM 


ualties. 

The BALDWIN performed 
the typical duties of convoy 
and patrol in the quiet months 
that followed D-Day, and then 
on January 21, 1945, she was 
honored by taking part in the 
company which would escort 
President Franklin D. Roose- 
velt to the Yalta Conference. 
Sailing with the USS MUR- 
PHY and USS FRANK- 
FORD, they served as escorts 
for the USS SAVANNAH 
and USS QUINCY. 

After being transferred to 
the Pacific in June, 1945, the 
BALDWIN was to take part 
in the occupation of Sasebo, 
Japan. With three battle stars 
to her credit, the BALDWIN 
retired to the U.S. Atlantic 
Fleet in January, 1947 — her 
rest well earned. 

But all this was behind her 
as her 348 ft. hull lay off 
that beach, her bottom torn 
and riddled with holes. It was 
there, and LCDR Frank Kal- 
asinsky, the salvage officer 
on the scene, and his men 
were huddled together on the 
forecastle. Sea after sea, 
meanwhile, pounded at that 
hull, pumps pouring out thous- 
ands of gallons of muddy 
water. 

As soon as the BALDWIN 
had been lost, the USS LUI- 
SENO (ATF 156) was dis- 
patched to the scene to assist 
the tug KEYWADIN. Mean- 
while helicopters from the 
USS LAKE CHAMPLAIN 
were forced to return to the 
carrier, because they could be 
of no assistance in the hor- 
rible weather. 

With the BALDWIN fast 
ashore, Rear Admiral W. K. 
Romoser, USN, was directed 
to conduct the salvage opera- 
tions. He ordered LCDR Kal- 
asinsky, who is salvage officer 
for the Atlantic Service Fleet, 
to the scene to direct the op- 
erations. Immediately, Task 
Unit 48.7.6 was formed, with 
LCDR Kalasinsky in com- 
mand to salvage the BALD- 
WIN. Incidentally, the ships 
in the task unit, which were 
‘dispatched from Norfolk, 
were USS HOIST (ARS 40), 
a salvage ship; USS WIND- 
LASS (ARSD 4), A salvage 

(Continued on page 212) 
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Summers on Quiogue 1878-g90’s 


Bessie C. Hallock 


(These recollections of Mrs. Hal- 
lock’s are as nearly verbatim as 
possible as related to her niece, 
Lois Kimball.) 


Q. AUNT BESSIE, do you 
remember your first summer 
at Quiogue? 

In 1878, my, that was long 
ago! Father (Professor Rod- 
ney Glentworth Kimball) 
rented Mr. Alden’s cottage on 
the bay (Quantuck) at Quio- 
gue. It was just like one of 
the old railroad stations, with 
a platform porch around it. 
There were three rooms down- 
stairs, living room, kitchen, 
and my parents’ bedroom. Up- 
stairs, the boys had one of 
the two bedrooms, and we 
three girls had the other one. 
I was eleven then, Gertrude 
was seventeen, Glen sixteen, 
Laura fourteen, and Walter 
nine. Part of that house was 
incorporated into the much- 
changed Erwin Spink cottage 
(which is now owned by the 
George Kindreds). 

Our own house was built 
the following year, next door. 
Father kept adding rooms to 
accommodate all of us, then 
even more wings when Aunt 
Carrie and Aunt Fanny Kim- 
ball came to live with us. Ours 
were the only two summer 
cottages on the water front 
then. 

Straw mattresses weren’t 
very comfortable. They had 
to be replaced twice each sum- 
mer. I remember a wooden 
doll with iron feet. After she 
had had a swim in the bay, 
all her joints swelled and 
wouldn’t budge. The Wood- 
bridge children, our only play- 
mates, and I, were as mad as 
hops. 

Q. Who lived away from the 
bay? 

Across the fields lived the 
minister’s (Dr. Reeve’s) fam- 
ily. His daughter, Julia, built 
and ran the boarding house 
(long since taken down) op- 
posite the Presbyterian 
Church, after the manse was 
moved for rental many years 


before its present owners (the 
J. Russel Kiernans) bought 
and remodelled it. Julia was 
famous for her dandelion 
wine. Spinster sisters, Sarah 
and Rachel Gould, had the 
house later owned by John 
Bright Stevens. Sarah, with 
her mass of long red ringlets 
always bobbing about, and 
Rachel, staring hard and 
shouting questions at us, ter- 
rified us. Once, during a bad 
woods fire nearby, Rachel 
kept hurling bedding down- 
stairs right to the front door, 
and there she was, trapped, 
at the top! Luckily the house 
didn’t ignite. Shortly after 
that, the Quiogue Firehouse 
was built for a hand cart and 
hose. The Quiogue Fire De- 
partment included everyone, 
even the women. 

There was a house near the 
present entrance to the Henry 
Beers’ property that belonged 
to the Stevens family, not 
summerites. Everything be- 
yond that was just open fields 
and woods. 


Q. How about the ‘Old 
Homestead ?” 
Mrs. Dobson (nee Mary 


Foster) had the “Old Home- 
stead” (formerly on the pre- 





[ 








sent property of the Richard 
S. Maynards) where so many 
of us spent weekends, and 
where several matches were 
made, as well as at her “Red 
Cottage.”’ Her sunflower path 
attracted many yellow war- 
blers and goldfinches along 
with couples. Once we had a 
masquerade wedding on Mrs. 
Dobson’s lawn. Jim Lovett 
was a huge bride and a short 
fellow was the groom. There 
were all sorts of costumes, 
and Mother went as Sarah 
Gamp. Crowds stopped their 
carriages to watch the fun. 


Q. Did you really play ten- 
nis with those crazy racquets? 
We learned to play tennis 
on a bumpy, slanty court at 
the “Red Cottage.” Our rac- 
quets were long-handled with 
triangular heads. How we 
used to run fast enough in 
those heavy skirts seems ridi- 
culous now. We played pretty 
well, though, and the hotter 
the day, the better our game. 
Several Quiogue families had 
their own courts later on, and 
we did, too. 
Q. How did the family arrive 
from the station, and what 
about supplies? 


Every summer, old Mr. 








End of a day’s run to Shinnecock, 1893. Photo from Lois Kimball’s 
“Quantuck Rounds the Half Century Mark.” 
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Ocame, Everett’s father, drove 
us from the Westhampton 
depot along sandy, rutty roads 
in a rattly-bang, horse-drawn 
stagecoach. Later he would 
lumber back with our many 
trunks when they arrived 
from the city. 

For years Everett Ocame 
took care of our boats and 
erened up and closed the 
hovse for us. His son, Dan, 
delivered our mail by bicycle. 

Mr. Topping had a meat 
w°gon. I can remember his 
“Shoo -shoo!”’ as he flailed 
flies away. He would chop 
desired cuts on a board. It 
was good meat, too, and we 
seem to have survived on it! 
(Mrs. Hallock being now in 
her nineties!) The ice wagon 
came all covered with straw. 
Groceries came by wagon, 
too; no telephones then. 

Old Bill Josh cut firewood 
for us. He always wrapped 
a piece of red flannel tight 
about his neck to ward off 
colds. He would eat only at 
his own house, and had never 
ventured further than Speonk. 

John Egger, Winfield’s 
father, once cleared out un- 
derbrush for Father. He re- 
marked, “They do be briars, 
Professor!’ John had a penny 
store with licorice sticks its 
only stock. We loved them. 

A gate at the head of the 
lane (Alden) was closed each 
fall to keep cows off our 
Jawns, but it never stayed 
closed. Father finally built a 
board fence. 

Q. Didn’t Quiogue grow 
through friends, and friends 
of friends? 

It was through Father that 
the Reverend Frederic Carter 
family discovered Quiogue. 
Their house was built next 
door and was enlarged in com- 
petition with ours, as each 
family grew. (Remodeled aft- 
er the ’38 hurricane, it is still 
occupied summers by the 
daughter, Mrs. Walter Kidde. 
The Kimball cottage, now 
owned by Mrs. Hallock, is 
still much as it was, the bat- 
tered parts having been re- 
trieved and for replaced, with 
only a few minor changes, 
that year.) The Spink family 
also came this way (the Frank 
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Rounding the mark, July 27, 1907. Photo courtesy Lois Kimball. 


Niebrugge and Richard Mar- 
tin families-to-be). After Will 
Atwater (William C. Atwa- 
ter) visited Glen one summer, 
he rented the Wilfred Smith 
house (now the John F. Kid- 
des’), and later he built his 
fine house on the Aspatuck 
(now owned by the Henry L. 
O’Briens). 

Q. What did you do other 
than play tennis? 

We had baseball games up 
the lane, even once girls ver- 
sus boys in each other’s at- 
tire. One side must have won! 
There was a nine-hole golf 
course alongshore to the 
south. We just had to walk 
a few yards from our back 
door and play from the ninth 
hole to the first. Sometimes 
we played back home again. 

Several Quiogue families 
bought twenty-five foot strips 
from the bay to the ocean 
for $25 each. Imagine it! 
(This is where Quantuck 
Beach Club now stands.) We 


had arbors with oak boughs 
to shade benches' beneath 
them. After storms we had to 
crawl to get under those 


arbors. Each family had a 
separate bath house with 
cubicles. We sailed the mile 


across the bay after tennis 
games, and our wet clothes 
decorated the beach plum 
bushes while we went swim- 
ming. What bathing suits we 
wore! Awful things! Flannel, 
high - necked, trimmed with 
rickrack, long black stockings 
and ruffled bathing caps. We 
were sights! 


Many families had catboats. 
Carrie Woodbridge was the 
first girl to sail alone in her 
small ‘“‘Zoe.” She always tied 
the mainsheet, but somehow 
never capsized. Not so, her 
father, Dr. Woodbridge, who 
sailed a larger boat. He al- 
ways carefully tied his hat 
and his long beard beneath 
his chin; then cleated the 


(Continued on page 211) 
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Young Ladies’ School In <Brooklyn_ 


Chester G. Osborne 


A LONG Island girl of the 
early 1800’s had a varied and 
interesting course of study if 
she enrolled at one of the 
seminaries of the day. The 
“Three R’s” were offered, as 
would be expected; science, 
languages, geography, music, 
art and sewing had their 
place, but physical education 
was often lacking. 

A circular in the papers of 
William “Point Billy” Smith 
of Mastic tells part of the 
story; it is from The Misses 
Smith’s Seminary for Young 
Ladies, No. 18 Middagh 
Street, Brooklyn, and may 
have been sent at Billy’s re- 
quest because he was seeking 
a good education for his 
daughter Lydia. “The Misses 
Smith” were not related to 
him as far as we know. 

The terms of the Seminary 
were: 


‘“‘Orthography, Reading, 
Writing on the slate, and 
plain needle-work ..... $4.00 


The above, with definitions, 
Writing, Arithmetic, and Geo- 
graphy 5.00 

The above, with Grammar, 
History, and Composition 6.00 

The above, with Astronomy, 
Natural Philosophy, and Or- 
namental needle-work .. 8.00 

Music, under the tuition of 
i TI es os hase 12.00 
Use of the Instrument. 2.00 

French, under the tuition of 
a master 5.00 

Drawing and Painting 3.00 

Stationery .50 
Fuel for the season .._ 1.00” 

The school authorities had 
a brisk answer for parents 
who sought to rid themselves 
of their offspring for fifty- 
two weeks a year: “The Prin- 
cipals, after an experience of 
twelve years, have found that 
very little can be effected in 
instruction during the latter 
part of the month of July, on 
account of the heat of the sea- 
son, and want of punctuality 
in attendance on the part of 
the pupils. They have deter- 
mined, therfore, to close their 
summer term at the expira- 





“William” ‘Point Billy’ Smith. 


tion of the second week in 
, 


Billy had had his troubles 
in finding a school for Lydia. 


She had studied at East 
Hampton at the _ relatively 
late age of ten, had gone 


from there to Miss Bartlette’s 
school in Jamaica, and to New 
York with Miss Bartlette 
when the latter found Jama- 
ica’s country climate and win- 
ter breezes too severe! Then 
to Lydia’s dismay, Miss Bart- 
lette began to take gentlemen 
as boarders in her establish- 
ment, and a frantic plea from 
the child resulted in a trans- 
fer to another city school. 
Lydia liked the new place 
better and wrote home to tell 
everyone. Billy replied, “We 
are happy to hear that you 
are in good health and like 
your situation. I hope you 
will improve your time to the 
best advantage as you future 
life depends the your exer- 
tion which you make now...” 
But a year later Lydia was 
at still another address. “She 
is in New York, No. 9 Murry 
Street with a Mrs. Smith who 
keeps a Large _ Boarding 
School,” Billy wrote in Febru- 
ary of 1826. The next July, 
Billy received the bill at a 
rate of $65 the quarter. Wash- 
ing, stationery, books and 


drawing were extra, and there 
was also a charge of $3.50 
“to be paid for 1 seat in 
church 6 months.” 

Mrs. Isabella Smith, prin- 
cipal, offered as varied a cur- 
riculum as the Brooklyn sem- 
inary, plus Italian, Spanish 
and dancing; the latter prob- 
ably was an excellent substi- 
tute for the physical educa- 
tion which many schools then 
lacked. 

Lydia’s “Bill for Books’”’ is 
an imposing list: an “Ancient 
Atlas”; a “cyphering Book’’; 
a history ; a Manual of Botany 
and another book on Botan- 
ical Terminology ; blank books 
for both English and “Na- 
tional History,” and a “black- 
lead Pencil,” the latter costing 
12 and a half cents. 


English Literature was not 
neglected ; a text for the study 
of “our best modern writers” 
is still in the files in Lydia’s 
childhood home; it has her 
autograph (with the “S” in 
Smith written backwards!) 
Other signatures show that 
her brother William and a 
relative named Theodocia had 
also used the same book. 

This curious text was nam- 
ed The Young Gentlemen and 
Lady’s Monitor and English 
Teacher’s Assistant. Printed 
in New York in 1813, it was 
widely accepted. In it were 
selections from several essay- 
ists, the Bible, Shakespeare, 
and Cato. Its purpose was “‘to 
render persons agreeable com- 
panions to thmeslves, and use- 
ful members of society; to 
support solitude with plea- 
sure; and to pass through 
promiscous temptations with 
prudence. . .” 

At the end are “Elements 
of Gesture” to accompany 
dramatics or speeches. So 
that their fullest effect can 
be appreciated, we suggest 
that these directions be read 
aloud, slowly; a second per- 
son should be recruited to 
dramatize the gestures: 

“Hope brightens the count- 
enance; arches the eyebrows; 
opens the mouth to half a 

(Continued on next page) 
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Early Experiments at Shoreham 











Your correspondent, Mrs. Hulda 
Dare of West Hempstead, doubt- 
less refers to Nikola Telsa and 
his electronic experiments at 
Shoreham around 1903-4 when 
she (on page 156 of your July 
issue) asks about “a radio station 
at Wading River run by a Mr. 
Tessler.” 

I have visited, climbed and 
photographed the tower and ad- 
joining power plant when it had 
been abandoned circa 1909. It 
was torn down a few years later 
during’ World War I. Tesla was 
an outstanding electrical invent- 
or and philosopher of his day. 
Born in Austria-Hungary in 1857 
he was for a time an employee 
of Edison after 1884 when he 
came to the US. 

Early experiments at Colorado 
Springs gave him the idea that 
transmission of electrical power, 
of telegraph, and even of voice 
could be effected without wires 
by using what he visualized as a 
network of “stationary waves” 
which he believed surrounded 
the earth. 


His Shoreham operations were 
financed by his friends, J. Pier- 
pont Morgan and Stanford White, 
the latter being also the archi- 
tect of the set-up. The tower 
from from which Telsa planned 
to transmit was 200 feet high, a 
tapering structure of wood, top- 
ped with a _ toad-stool shaped 
steel lattice-like hemisphere. Be- 
low the tower was a well going 
down 120 feet and about 12 feet 
square. There were staircases 
going down into the well and 
up into the tower, both of which 
I climbed for a distance limited 
by decay of the structure. 

Apparently no detailed report 
was ever issued as to exactly how 
Telsa would launch his electric 
energy. His conception announc- 
ed in his article in the June 1900 
issue of CENTURY MAGAZINE 
indicated not only transmission of 
power but of “telegraphic” mes- 


sages to any distance without 
wires... and to “impress upon the 
entire globe the faint modula- 


tions of the human voice.” He 
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ticle in 
WORLD AND ENGINEER, Mar. 
5, 1904 and an article by Thomas 
R. Bayles in the Patchogue Ad- 
vance, September 15, 
understanding is that Telsa pre- 
ceded Marconi in the conception 
of wireless, though the latter was 
first with practical 


also said “A cheap and simple 
device which might be carried 
in one’s pocket may be set up on 
sea or land... 


it will record the 


world’s news or such _ special 
messages as may be intended for 
it,” 


I have a reprint of Telsa’s ar- 
the ELECTRICAL 


1951. My 


application. 
William B. Dail 
Bellport 


School 


(Continued from page 199) 


smile; bends the body a little 


forward, the feet equal; 
spreads the arms with hands 
open. 

“Anger . expresses it- 


self with... the neck stretch- 
ed out, 
often nodding in a menacing 
manner; 
flamed, 
sparkling, 
drawn over them; the fore- 
head wrinkled; the nostrils 


the head forward, 


the eyes red, in- 
rolling, staring, 
the eyebrows 
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stretched wide; the breast 
heaving and the breath fetch- 
ed hard; the mouth open and 
drawn on each side towards 
the ears .. . the feet stamp- 
ing. 


There are more “Elements 
of Gesture” but the picture 
of the young ladies as they 
study their roles is quite 
clear. Too bad that the ‘‘Moni- 
tor” is out of print! 
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‘Ohe “Bethpage ‘Purchase-*Part II 


Part II 
Indian Proprietors 


BEFORE POWELL made his 
purchase there were, of 
course, Indian proprietors 
who hunted and to some de- 
gree worked the Bethpage 
lands. Early records of land 
sales indicate that three tribes 
had an active interest in the 
Bethpage area: the Marsapea- 
ques, the Matinecocs, and the 
Secatogues. 

At the outset, we must state 
that tribal distinctions and 
relationships on Long Island 
were often vague to the In- 
dians themselves. All of the 
thirteen tribes belonged to the 
Delaware branch of the Al- 
gonkian Nation wnich had 
once dominated most territory 
northeast of the Mississippi 
and Ohio Rivers. This nation, 
however, at the time of the 


Alonzo and Iris Gibbs 
white man’s coming was in 
decline, preyed upon by the 
fierce Iroquois. Possibly for 
this reason the Marsapeaques 
had built a substantial fort 
where the Massatayun Creek, 
which once rose in and flow- 
ed through Broad Hollow 
(Bethpage), emptied into 
South Oyster Bay (Great 
South Bay). Traces of this 
fort still exist and show it 
to be about 150 feet long on 
each side, bastioned and of 
palisade construction. Here, 
evidently, the Marsapeaques, 
who lived in wigwams outside 
its walls, gathered to defend 
themselves against the red or 
white man, first transferring 
all womenfolk to an island in 
the bay, still called “Squaw 
Island.”” Whether Captain Un- 
derhill actually attacked this 


fort and massacred most of 
the tribe, during a period of 
Indian uprisings around 1650, 
is debatable. 

These Marsapeaques, who 
enjoyed a culture comparable 
to that of European peasants 
of the Middle Ages, and raised 
melons, corn, tobacco, beans, 
pumpkins and squashes in 
their rude gardens, followed 
the banks of the Massatayun 
to what is now the Bethpage- 
Farmingdale area and claim- 
ed hunting and_ berrying 
rights for all fields and woods 
bordering its flow. It may be 
that these hunting grounds 
met and overlapped those of 
the Matinecocs in present-day 
Bethpage. Anyway, we do 
know that early land deeds 
contain the names of leaders 
of both tribes. 


We have learned from the 





The Powell House near the 


entrance to Bethpage State Park. 
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Leading Real Estate Brokers olf 





previous article on Powell 
that six Indians, Maume, Wil- 
liam Chopy, Sascenin, Rump- 
pass, Seuruckung and Wam- 
assum, signed' the deed to 
the Bethpage Purchase. Re- 
search reveals that Maume 
(his name is also written 
Maomy, Mammee, Mamu, Se- 
wamus, Sewameous, for clerks 
phonetically spelled the names 
of these illiterate Indians) 
was a Marsapeaque proprietor 
who signed documents and 
deeds between 1684 and 1707. 
Under the name Sewameous 
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he also signed the “Rim of 
the Woods” deed. William 
Chopy (spelled Chepy, Chip- 
py, Chippie, etc.) was again 
a Marsapeaque Indian who 
signed deeds in the 1691 
through 1699 period. He was 
the son of Old Chippy who 
was a younger brother of 
Tackapausha, the Marsapea- 
que chief and grand sagamore 
of all western Long Island 
Indian tribes. Very probably 
William Chopy lived beside 
Fort Neck. 

Sascenin (alias Runasuk, 
Runasuck, and also spelled 
Suscaneman, Suckacanoe) 
was, on the other hand, a 
Matinecoc proprietor. In fact, 
a record in 1678 lists him as 
chief proprietor of Matinecoc 
lands and “true owner” of 
these lands. He was successor 
to Asiopum, alias Mahames 
(Mohenes), who first sold 
Oyster Bay lands to Wright, 
Mayo and Leverich, the pio- 
neer freeholders of the Oy- 
ster Bay settlement, in 1653. 
Sascenenin was instrumental 
in land transactions for his 
tribe during the period 1677 
through 1699 and signed the 
Rim of the Woods deed un- 
der the name Suckacanoe. He 
also signed a 1697 deed grant- 
ing lands south of the Beth- 
page Purchase to one Edward 
White. This deed was wit- 
nessed by Thomas Whitson, 
Thomas Powell, and John 
Powell. The sale was of Mar- 
sapeaque land and Sascene- 
nin’s signature is explained 
bv the fact that, although a 
Matinecoc, he was a son of 
Tackapausha and therefore a 
Marsapeaque proprietor, 
proving the dubious distinc- 
tions between Long Island 
tribes. 

Sascenenin’s eldest son, Se- 
uruckcung (also Seruckon, 
Surrocan, Surrockaigne, So- 
ruck Congue) was involved 
in land sales between 1692 
and 1711. He too, like his 
father, was a Matinecoc pro- 
prietor, and also a Marsapea- 
gue proprietor, perhaps as the 
grandson of Tackapausha. 
Seuruckcung was empowered 
in 1683 by his father and 


another Matinecoc _ chief, 
Werah, to sell any Matinecoc 
lands remaining after their 
deaths. This power was also 
given to Georgacuran, son of 
Sascenenin’s eldest sister. 
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Long Island’s Suburban Homeland 





Evidently Seuruckcung later 
used this privilege while 
Georgacuran seems to have 
signed none. 

Next, of the Bethpage deed 
signers, is Rumppass (Arum- 
pas, Arompas). He was also 
a Matinecoc proprietor active 
in real estate transactions 
from 1667 to about 1711. The 
records contain no refrence 
to a blood relationship with 
the Tackapausha clan, al- 
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though he signed many deeds. 

Last is Wamassum. He, un- 
like the others, was a sachem 
of the Secatogue tribe, which 
ranged in the present-day 
east Farmingdale area. His 
signature on the Bethpage 
Purchase deed is explained by 
the extent of the purchase 
which covered the hunting 
grounds of at least three 
tribes. His wife or “squa,” 
as the old records have it, 
was named Paxqua, and al- 
though Indian women shared 
the ignominious lot of most 
primitive females, she did 
sign a deed in 1696. On this 
deed Wamassum’s mark is 
noted as that of “John Wam- 
asman,” his recently adopted 
English name being used for 
the first time. Neither he nor 
any other Secatogue chief 
signed the Rim of the Woods 
deed, since this property was 
clearly out of their territory. 

Whether or not Indians ac- 
tually built their summer 
lodges of poles and bark, or, 
in winter, their cup - shaped 
wigwams thatched with beard 
grass, sedge grass, or corn 
husks, on many sites in the 
Bethpage Purchase cannot be 
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Bethpage Purchase 
(Continued from page 203) 


determined. The late Jesse 
Merritt, Nassau County His- 
torian, once said that a wig- 
wam stood at Broad Spring, 
Farmingdale, late in the 19th 
century. It is also known that 
Thomas 3 Powell left to his 
wife in the 1750’s an Indian 
girl named “Boda.” 

But these instances are ex- 
ceptional; more likely the 
Long Island Indian, subsist- 
ing mainly on sea food as he 
did, and needing shells for 
wampum, preferred to live 
near the shore. 

There is, however, basis for 
imagining those winter hunt- 
ing parties along the Massata- 
yun Creek: scalps bared by 
heated stones until only a 
ridge of hair remained, naked 
torsos protected by robes of 
deerskin or turkey feathers, 
and each brave wearing the 
leather stockings later made 
famous by James Fenimore 
Cooper. Again, in the mind, 
they pass under oak or pine, 
ttreading the snow in soft- 
soled mocassins, bows ready, 
arrows tipped with bird- 
points of stone. 

'The word “signed” as used in this 
article has only a generic meaning; 
actually, most Indians used an 
identifying mark. 

Hares Not Native Here 

In reply to query we would 
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of Feb. 20, 1886 reported that 
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Wildlife 

Your article in your July issue, 
“The Destruction of Long Island” 
was triple A from soup to nuts. 
However, true as it is, the follow- 
ing facts seem unusual to me: 

I lived on a forty-six acre farm 
in Greenport from 1893 to 1905. 
Almost half of it was woodland. 
From 1948 to the present time 
I have lived on five acres ad- 
joining Puppy’s Hole, which is 
part of Huntington Harbor. Most 
of this place is small timber, 
poison ivy, honeysuckle (worst of 
all) bittersweet. 

There is more wildlife on the 
five acres than there was on the 
forty, sixty years ago. What the 
pheasants don’t take care of in 
the garden, the rabbits do. Twelve 
years ago we stuck a row of 








there was talk of stocking the 
Island with hares ‘as well as phea- 
sants and partridges, as had been 
done in New Jersey. Both species 
of bird were released here some 
time later. The partridge prosper- 
ed but the pheasant died off and 
new birds were again released. 
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Chinese Chestnuts, which have 
prospered immensely. We have 
no worries about gathering them 
in the fall as the squirrels have 
already taken care of that item. 
Quail and crows don’t let us 
sleep too late in the mornings. I 
have seen Woodcock and Opos- 
sum and, with the exception of 
Humming Birds, I can’t remem- 
ber any birds I knew in Green- 
port that I haven’t seen here 
and I have seen several kind that 
I don’t remember having seen in 
Greenport. 
How do we account for this? 
Good Luck, 
Hilary Corwin 
Huntington 
P.S. My wife says I am the only 
skunk on the place. 
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Old ime ‘Recollections 


’'VE BEEN writing much 
lately about the doings in old 
times, and I think some ex- 
tracts from an account my 
father wrote of his boyhood 
in Setauket, which I publish- 
ed twenty years ago, would 
be worth repeating here. My 
father, Selah B. Strong, was 
born in 1841 in the old Smith 
Manor House, next to the St. 
George’s Manor House on 
Strong’s Neck. Here is his 
story: 


“IT began school on the 
Green (in Setauket) with 
Miss Cleaves as teacher, when 
5\% years old. I had for com- 
pany Charles and _ Lewis 
White, children of our color- 
ed gardener. We always walk- 
ed, a great part of the way 
under shore, a long 2 miles. 
We had no rubber boots or 
overshoes. The first rubber 
boots were brought to this 
country from Brazil in 1852. 
We boys generally wore lea- 
ther boots and depended on 
coating them with mutton tal- 
low to keep out the wet. The 
boys of these days know noth- 
ing of the agony of pulling on 
a boot that has been thorough- 
ly soaked with water and 
then dried. To pull off a wet 
boot was a struggle; we help- 
ed one another by holding the 
boot between our legs, and 
having the owner put his foot 
on our back and shove; some- 
times the boot came quickly 
and you went across the room. 


“The old School House 
stood where the Episcopal 
sheds now stand. The door 
was on the front near the end 
and opened into a small ves- 
tibule where the boys hung 
their hats, back of it was a 
closet where the girls hung 
their things and we left our 
lunch pails. On each side of 
the main room was a long 
shelf or desk, with a wooden 
seat extending the entire 
length in front of it. The boys 
sat on the East side and the 
girls on the West. In front of 
these were small _ benches 
where the little ones sat. Miss 


A True Tale By 
Kate W. Strong 


Cleaves held school here for 
the summer terms, and a male 
teacher in the winter. There 
were four terms of 12 weeks 
each. 


“The larger boys were ex- 
pected to go over to Mr. Bay- 
les’s well to bring drinking 
water. The house then stood 
near the road nearly in front 
of where the library now 
stands. The shop was on road 
a little father west. There Mr. 
Bayles made coffins. Dr. 
Evans’ son William was pass- 
ing the shop one day when 
he heard someone call. He 
entered the shop and at first 
saw no one. Looking further 
he found the old man stuck 
in one of his coffins. Some- 
one had died that he thought 
it might fit, and he had got 
in to try it! 

“The fall I was 7 I went 
to Miss Cleaves as a weekday 
scholar. Miss Cleaves lived in 
the house called the Old Castle 
in Old Field, recently the 
home of Mr. Delano. Miss 
Cleaves had the upper floor 


and a room for the school at 
the north end of the lower 
floor.” 


My father also wrote about 
the lighting in the old days. 
He wrote as follows: “In these 
days when it is only necessary 
to push a button and the light 
flashes forth, how little we 
know of the lights of other 
days. We had to depend on 
candles. The common candles 
were called ‘Tallow Dips’ and 
appropriately so called. I well 
remember seeing two parallel 
poles supported on _ boxes; 
upon them were placed six 
thin rods, with about ten inch- 
es of twisted candle wick 
hanging from them. Beside 
the poles was a pot of melted 
tallow. The rods were lifted 
and the wicking dipped into 
the pot. 


“After the first dip the 
wicks were straightened, then 
dipped in regular succession 
until the requisite size was 
secured. Such candles gave 
very poor light and needed 
frequent snuffing; they also 
smoked frightfully when ex- 
tinguished. Better candles 












































A sketch by William S. Mount of Miss Strong’s father, Selah and 
his brother Thomas ja front of the fireplace in the Smith Manor 


House. 
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were made of spermaceti. 
They were made in molds. 


“At boarding school each 
bedroom had a little pewter 
lamp filled with sperm oil. 
They were about the size of 
a tea cup with a wick at the 
top the size of a lead pencil; 
when lit they gave enough 
light to keep one from falling 
over the furniture. We boys 
called them ‘widdows.’ 

“Our change in those days 
was made up of big copper 
cents, shillings and sixpences. 
The shilling was supposed to 
be worth 12 1//2 cents, but 
you never got the half cent. 
When in college I asked the 
boy who was to blacken our 
boots how much he charged; 
he said nine pence for one, 
quarter for two; it puzzled 
me until I learned that a New 
England ninepence was the 
same as a York shilling. When 
a shilling or a sixpence got 
very thin some one in au- 
thority would scratch a cross 
on it, then they were only 
worth 5 and ten cents. 

“Soon after the beginning 
of the Civil War, all small 
change disappeared and we 
were finally driven to the use 
of postage stamps for change. 
You may imagine the condi- 
tion of the stamps after a 
little use, especially in damp 
weather. Soon to relieve the 
trouble the Government is- 
sued paper currency in den- 
ominations 3, 5, 10, 25 and 
50 cents. They were very 
handy, and we were very sor- 
ry when they were given up.” 

My father told me the law 
office of Strong and Spear, 
in which he was a partner, 
used to buy the small deno- 
minations in sheets and cut 
them up themselves, thus al- 
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Non-Synthetic 
I enjoy the Forum very much 
because of its pleasant, non- 
synthetic quality as well as the 
interesting facts and recollections 
of the Long Island that used-to- 
be. 





Elizabeth C. Reynolds 
Greenlawn 


The Deacons of 
Speonk and Quogue 

“Speonk and Quogue are two 
distinct settlements about five 
miles apart, forming extreme 
parts of the parish of Westhamp- 
ton. The house of God formerly 
stood in the midst of the pitch- 
pine forest, about halfway be- 
tween them. In these two neigh- 
borhoods once resided two wor- 
thy deacons of the same church, 
tenderly united in the bonds of 
Christian love, and zealously en- 
gaged in promoting the cause of 
their Lord and Master. 

The date alluded to was in 
“times that tried men’s souls.” 
The result of the Battle of Long 
Island had just reached these 
distant wilds, and the apprehen- 
sion of British and Tory ravages, 
which were soon after realized 
throughout this once peaceful 
island, (now the first spot of vir- 
gin soil polluted by an invading 


ways having clean money. 
Even when my oldest sister 
was born, 1869, silver coin- 
age was still very scarce so 
my mother saved every silver 
piece she got in change for 
the baby. She marked it and 
put it away and today it 
shows how truly scarce the 
silver coinage was. 





SEPTEMBER 1961 


army, and drenched in the blood 
of its own occupants,) spread 
dismay from Gravesend to Mon- 
tauk and Oysterponds. 

Deacon T., the citizen of 
Quogue, having by industry, 
economy and the smiles of Heav- 
en, laid aside against a rainy 
day a considerable amount of 
shining dust, in the form of 
Spanish dollars and_ British 
guineas, concluded that he must 
immediately “Remove the de- 
posits” to a place of greater saf- 
ety. With this in view, having 
secured them in a strong bag, 
which he placed in his ample 
coat pocket; (you know they 
wore broad skirts in those days;) 
he arose an hour before day, and 
striking out into the trackless 
wilderness in a northwest direc- 
tion, he traveled full three miles, 
which brought him to a point 
two miles north from the house 
of God, in which he loved to 
dwell. 

There selecting a solitary oak 
tree, with wide-spread branches 
in full leaf, in the midst of the 
pines, as a notable mark, which 
he could readily find again, he 
approached its root. There, with 
the alternate use of a stick and 
his hand, he soon formed an ade- 
quate excavation in the yielding 
sand. Then straightening him- 
self up, and taking a look to the 
east and the west, to the north 
and the south, to satisfy himself 
that no human eye witnessed 
the transaction, he __ stealthily 
drew the precious bag from his 
pocket and suddenly dropped it 
into the hole. 

Having hastily replaced the 
sand, and scattered a few bushes 
and leaves on the spot, he turned 
and wended his way homeward. 
Here it is necessary to inform the 
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reader that this wide forest was, 
and still is, one of the principal 
dwelling places of the timorous 
deer; and one of the most suc- 
cessful modes of capturing them 
for a single huntsman, is to find 
a tree, against which they are in 
the habit of rubbing their horns, 
and which may be detected by 
their pawing at the root. Having 
made this discovery, the hunts- 
man conceals himself in the 
crotch of another tree, a few rods 
distant, with gun in hand; and 
when the hapless deer comes to 
his favorite resort, he falls an 
easy prey to the ingenuity of 
man. 

It so happened that Deacon J. 
of Speonk, impelled by a desire 
for a little fresh meat from the 
woods, had arisen that morning, 
a little earlier than his colleague, 
and taking a north-easterly di- 
rection, after traveling three or 
four miles, he discovered a 
“scraping place” within good 
gunshot of a large oak tree. 
Climbing up and concealing him- 
self in its ample boughs, he wait- 
ed in breathless anxiety for the 
expected game. But the day be- 
gan to dawn and no deer ap- 
peared. 

At length he heard the crack- 
ing of dry sticks in a south-east- 
erly direction—the sure indica- 
tion of approaching footsteps. 
Instead of a deer, however, he 
soon discovered in the grey twi- 
light of the morning, the vener- 
able figure of his worthy brother 
T. But as he approached unarm- 
ed, he could not devise the cause 
of his early visit to those distant 
recesses; and he concluded to 
wait for further developments. 
Deacon T. advanced, with un- 
wavering steps, to the very tree 
on which Deacon J. was perched, 
and went through all the opera- 
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tions which have been detailed, 
with his bag of money. 
Deacon J., after waiting till 
the sun had risen without ob- 
taining a shot, descended from 
the tree, and digging out the hid- 
den treasure, safely conveyed it 
to his own house. A day or two 
afterwards, Deacon T. sauntered 
into the forest to see that all 
things were safe; when, to his 
utter astonishment, the hole was 
open and his treasure gone. 
Shortly after Deacon J. learn- 
ed that his brother T. was in a 
very depressed state of mind— 
on the very borders of despair. 
Waiting a few days to “let 
patience have its perfect work,” 
he arose one morning, and tak- 
ing the bag of money in his pock- 
et, left Speonk and hastened to 
Quogue. Arriving at Deacon T’s, 
he found him lying on his bed, 
rolling from side to side and 
groaning like one in the greatest 
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distress. The following colloquy 
ensued :— 

Deac. J.—“‘Why brother T. what 
is the matter? 

Deac. T.—“Oh, brother J., I am 
an undone man—undone for 
time and eternity.” 

J.—Why brother T., what do you 
mean? Where is the blessedness 
you have professed to be a par- 
taker of for so many years?” 
T.—“Gone—forever gone; I am 
ruined.” 

J.—“Brother T. this looks to me 
like “The sorrow of the world 
which worketh death.’ Tell me, 
is not this, after all, the result of 
some wordly trouble, that has 
prostrated your mind?” 

T.—“It is true that I have recent- 
ly met with some loss, in this 
world’s store; but it isn’t that 
which distzesses me: I have lost 
my Christian hope.” 

At length Deacon J. drew the 
bag of money out of his pocket 
at the sight of which Deacon T.’s 
countenance flashed with joy, 
and he earnestly inquired— 

“Brother J., where in the world 
did you find that?” 

J.—“That is a matter of no con- 
sequence, brother T. I have come 
here this morning merely to give 
you a piece of advice. I observed 
when you were about to deposit 
this treasure in the earth, you 


(Continued on page 210) 
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Whiting 
Abend 
Whiting 


FROM ROY E. Lott. Historian for 
the Town of Huntington comes 
a large slick-covered pamphlet, 
“Huntington Tap Roots,” publish- 
ed by the Town and with a fore- 
word by Supervisor Robert E. 
Flynn. There are many interest- 
ing old photos and illustrations 
which highlight a series of short 
pieces which give brief histories 
of various Huntington institutions, 
places and enterprises. 

Strangely enough, though we 
once lived in Huntington, we 
never knew that it was named 
in honor of Oliver Cromwell. 
“That great Puritan was born in 
Huntingdon, Huntingdonshire in 
England.” 

Under a_ section “Elections” 
you get an idea of the dogged 
determination of Huntingtonians. 
To celebrate the election of Ted- 
dy Roosevelt as President in 1904 
a monster parade was held in 
Huntington. One of the features 
of the celebration was the firing 
of a revolutionary cannon which 
had served for some time as the 
base of a kerosene-burning street- 
lamp at the corner of New York 
Avenue and Main Street. 
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The Middle Island Church from a water color by Cyril A. Lewis. 


the 
LIRR in 1909 when there were a 
total of 251 to 1960, when there 


“That old relic was removed 
by force and carried into an open 
field where it was fired, causing 
so much commotion that the 
parade was discontinued. The 
final charge caused its disintegra- 
tion, leaving only the muzzle in- 
tact.” 

You just have to admire that 
spirit. Firing off an old cannon 
until there was nothing left of 
it! We hope neighbor Teddy 
Roosevelt of Oyster Bay appreci- 
ated this fine gesture! 

Pickle producing was a major 
enterprise in Huntington. During 
1882 “Shipments of pickles were 
valued at about $75,000.” Since 
they then sold for $1 per thous- 
and, this would total some 75 
million pickles! 

Of course the growth of Hunt- 
ington has been’ phenomenal. 
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HOMESTEAD — 1648 
South Main St., Southampton, N. Y. 
Restored 1958-61 by 
Southampton Colonial Society 
17th and 18th Century Furnishings 
Selected and Placed by 
MR. HENRY F. DUPONT 
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Open July 12 to September 12 
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were 4,500, gives you an idea. 
THOMAS R. Bayles of Middle Is- 
land has written and produced 
a short pamphlet “By Gone Days 
In The Middle Island Central 
School District.” This is quite a 
large area comprising Ridge, 
Yaphank, West Yaphank, East 
and West Middle Island, and 
Coram. As in Roy Lott’s booklet 
there are short sketches and many 
pictures. The old photos in “By 
Gone Days” are all well repro- 
duced. 


Interesting to note that Yap-- 


hank was once known as “Mill- 
ville” since there were so many 
mills located there. They were 
located along the “Connecticut” or 
“Carman’s River’ which had its 
source in Pfeiffer’s Pond in Mid- 
dle Island. 

So many of these fresh water 
streams played an important part 
in the life of early Long Island- 
ers. So many of them are now 
destroyed by highways and what- 
not. We remember trout fishing 

(Continued on next page) 
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Classified Advertising 





(Rates: 10c per word, minimum 
20 words or $2. Additional con- 
secutive insertions, same copy, 5c 
per word. Copy must be received 
with cash or check by 10th. of 
month preceding following issue. 
Charges accepted from subscrib- 
ers but 15c billing charge will be 
made.) 


FOR SALE “Guide to Historic 
Markers.” $1.50 Illustrated pub- 
lication by Southold Historical 
Society, about old structures and 
sites in Southold, Peconic and 
Arshamomaque, 64 markers so far, 
placed by the Society. Write Mrs. 
Edgar Baumgartner, Southold, 
Long Island. 

“IS YOUR HOME ATTRACTIVE? 
Let us sketch it from your photo- 
graph and put it on stationery for 
you. Can be also used on match 
covers, playing cards, napkins, etc. 

Write to 
CROOKER 

Cold Spring Harbor, New York” 
WANTED: old carriage letter- 
heads, billheads, broadsides, for 
information about L. I. Carriage 
makers. Jane des Grange, Suffolk 
Museum, Stony Brook, L. I. 
FOR ALL the News of Hunting- 
ton Township subscribe to the 
Long Islander, New York State’s 
leading weekly newspaper. 313 
Main Street, Huntington, L. I. 
Hamilton 7-4000. 


CUSTOM MADE, Lifetime Brass 
Furniture. You sketch it or give 
us a picture. We will give you an 
estimate and make it to your 
specifications. Messenger Manu- 
facturing Co. 37-14 63rd., Wood- 
side, L. I., N. Y. Call HAvemeyer 
9-4747 or ATlantic 4-1497. 


For local year ’round news of 
your friends and activities on the 
South Fork of Long Island, Sub- 
scribe to: The Hampton Chronicle, 

Westhampton Beach 
$4.00 per year 
The Hampton Bays News, 
Hampton Bays, $3.50 per year 
The Southampton Press, 
Southampton, N. Y. $4.00 per year 
WEDGWOOD 
WANTED to purchase — Early 
Wedgwood, Wedgwood & Bently 
plaques, ornamental or useful 
ware in Jasper, basalt, queens- 
ware, caneware. Box 1568W West- 
hampton Beach, New York. 























FOR SALE in Coconut Grove sec- 
tion of Miami. A two bedroom 
and bath home with added ef- 
ficiency apartment within easy 
walking distance of all facilities 
including bus lines and Biscayne 
Bay. Heated and air conditioned 
throughout and attactively fur- 
nished. Rental of one unit more 
than pays for other. Ideal for 
retiree or one going to retire. 
Present owner would stay on as 
tenant in efficiency if desired. 
Photos of interior and exterior 
available for seriously interested 
parties. Price $18,500.00, write 
owner, 3232 Gifford Lane, Miami 
33, Florida. 





From the famous Richard H. 
Handley Collection of Long Island 
Americana: “Place Names in the 
Town of Smithtown,” also “A 
History of Smithtown, 1663-1845”; 
Rufus B. Langhans, Smithtown 
Library, Smithtown, Long Island. 
Price $1.00 each. 





GUNS 
WANTED — for my collection. 
Old guns, pistols, powder horns, 
bullet moulds, swords or cannon 
barrels. Indian arrow heads. Li- 
censed dealer for modern guns 
and ammunition. RICHARD G. 
HENDRICKSON, Lumber Lane, 
Bridgehampton, N. Y. Telephone 
BRidgehampton 2-0893. tf 





“BROOKLYN RAPID Transit 
Trolley Lines in Queens” 92 pages, 
100 photos $2.50 postpaid from 
Felix Reifschneider, Fairton, N. J. 

tf 


THE SMITHTOWN NEWS for 
many years has featured Long 
Island History in its columns. 
“News of Long Ago,” by Virginia 
Eckels Malone. Write for sample 
copy. Box 515, Smithtown, N. Y. 








COMPLETE NEWS of Sayville 
and vicinity and provocative com- 
ment is found in The Suffolk 
County News, national and state 
award-winning newspaper. 23 
Candee Avenue, Sayville. SAy- 
ville 4-6200. 





FOR ALL THE NEWS of Eastern 
Long Island read the NEWS-RE- 
VIEW. Subscribe Today P. O. Box 
720, Riverhead, N. Y. 
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Writing About Writing 
(Continued from page 209) 

in Carman’s River some forty 
years ago — right where the 
new Sunrise is now. The old or- 
der changeth indeed. Mr. Bayles 
can be reached at Middle Island. 
BRIGADIER GENERAL Charles 
G. Stevenson of Sayville who is 
the Adjutant General of New 
York and Vice Chief of Staff to 
the Governor, is also an author. 
An article of his “Baptized By 
Fire” gives a vivid and well doc- 
umented account of the participa- 
tion by the 14th Regiment of 
Brooklyn in the First Battle of 
Bull Run and recently appeared 
in a July Supplement to the “New 
York State and the Civil War 
Series” being issued by the State 
Centennial Commission. 

The “Fighting Fourteenth” had 
as its Colonel at the outbreak of 
the Civil War, Alfred M. Wood 
of Hempstead and it was encamp- 
ed at Fort Greene Park. It 
“marched out of Fort Greene 
Park on May 18, 1861 and pro- 
ceeded down Myrtle Avenue and 
Fulton Street to Fulton Ferry. 
As the ferry boat pulled out of 
its slip for Jersey City to take 
the railroad cars, a band on the 
pier played “The Girl I left Be- 
hind Me.” 

General Stevenson then gives 
a moving account of the regi- 
ment’s gallant efforts in the first 
Battle of Bull Run. 

Some 126 acres of land com- 
prising the Manassas National 
Battlefield Park have been re- 
cently turned over to the Federal 
Government. One of the monu- 
ments there is dedicated to the 
Fourteenth Brooklyn. 

We congratulate Gen. Steven- 
son on a job well done. The pam- 
phlet is published by the N. Y. 
Civil War Centennial Commis- 
sion, P. O. Box 1861, Capitol 
Station Albany, N. Y. 

JUST IN case anyone is inter- 
ested, the answer to Charles Wil- 
son’s Riddle in this issue is ‘Cen- 
ter Moriches.’ C. J. M. 





Likes Wreck Stories 
You get an unusually fine as- 
sortment of stories about Long 
Island. I was particularly inter- 
ested in the wrecks of ships dur- 
ing storms. 
D. N. Raynor 
Port Jervis 
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Readers Forum 
(Continued from page 207) 
looked all around you but you 
never once looked UP. Now my 
advice is this: Whenever you 
have any important business to 
transact, even of a temporal na- 
ture, while it is well to look 
around, above all things, do not 

forget TO LOOK UP.” 
N. S. Prime 
History of Long Island 





Boynton Bicycle R. R. 


RE L. I. Forum for August 1961, 
page 183 

Mr. Hale inquires about the 
monorial at East Patchogue and 
you replied by quoting Mr. 
Moore’s letter. 

The monorail in question was 
the Boynton Bicycle R.R. The 
corporate details will be found 
in the Reports of the Railroad 
Commission of the State of N. Y. 
There was also an article in Rail- 
road Magazine some years ago 
with a picture (really, a contem- 
porary drawing). I might be able 
to get a copy of this article, if 
you are interested, as I know the 
author and also know where back 
copies of most issues of this mag- 
azine may be obtained. 

The car (built of wood, of 
course) must have been built in 
New York or Brooklyn. Oldtim- 
ers in Hempstead say that it was 
drawn through the streets of 
Hempstead by a team of oxen 
on the way to Patchogue. Being 
a monorail car, it couldn’t be 
taken over the LIRR. I believe 
the guide rail was on top of the 
car (i.e. overhead) although there 
might have been another contact 
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alongside for power, as the car 
ran on electricity from a power- 
house, just as trolleys and elec- 
tric trains do. It did not run on 
storage batteries. 


The Boynton Bicycle RR was 
not built by the LIRR. On the 
contrary, the promoters proposed 
to build a monorail system on 
L.I. generally competitive with 
the LIRR. The car was fast—60 
mph may be correct. I under- 
stand it ran, on and off, for about 
two years. 


The Boynton Bicycle RR was a 
qualified success mechanically, 
but it failed for two reasons. First, 
few people believed that a sys- 
tem in competition with the LIRR 
could be built at a reasonable 
cost and be a paying proposition, 
so the necessary capital couldn’t 
be raised. Second, it failed for 
the same reason that all mono- 
rails have failed (such as the City 
Island monorail of 1910-14) name- 
ly, that they cost more to build 
than a conventional railway and 
there are no compensating ad- 
vantages. The devices necessary 
to save the cost of a second rail 
cost a lot more than the second 
rail would. On the contrary there 
are many disadvantages, such as 
in switching. The idea of a mono- 
rail has been promoted for at 
least 100 years on the theory 
that, since a bicycle needs only 
two wheels, why shouldn’t a rail- 
way car operate on two wheels? 
They forget that a bicycle is bal- 
anced by its human rider. It 
might be possible to balance a 
monorail] car with a gyroscope on 
straight track (which might not 
work on a curve) but certainly 
it would be more costly and less 





THOMAS H. QUINN 
President 





Inter-County Title Guaranty 
AND MORTGAGE COMPANY 


127 West Main Street 
Riverhead, New York 


PArk 7-4140 


WILLIAM E. PFEFFERLE 
Vice President 








SEPTEMBER 1961 


satisfactory than laying a second 
rail on the ground, as in the 
usual railroad track. 
Very sincerely, 
Felix E. Reifschneider 
Fairton, N. J. 


Quiogue 
(Continued from page 198) 
main sheet. Over he would go 
more than once each summer. 
Someone would rescue him be- 
fore he ever got his feet wet. 
Father and Dr. Carter sailed 
off one breezy day to take 
pictures (a mutual hobby). 
Suddenly the sail wrapped it- 
self around the mast. Those 
two old skippers were so a- 
shamed that such a thing 
happened to them, that they 

swore us to secrecy. 


Walter Martin’s was the 
moving spirit for organizing 
Quantuck Yacht Club in 1891. 
The catboats were staked a- 
longshore before we _ had 
docks. It must have been soon 
after that when we had our 
first Club Run to Moriches 
Bay. This necessitated taking 
out those heavy masts at each 
of the two bridges, and haul- 
ing the boats alongshore. 
Sometimes the ones hauling 
the boats would disappear as 
a floating hummock gave 
way! The day before that 
event, all day and well into 
the evening, the ladies and 
girls decided that a yacht 
club regatta should fly bur- 
gees. Perhaps Walter Martin 
designed ours with its red 
stripe. The results were of 
every imaginable size, some 
finished, some raw - edged, 
made of sheets, turkey red, 
and rag bag scraps. Every 
single boats flew our handi- 
work, and those burgees last- 
ed out the season, too. The 
next year, flag-maker burgees 
lent a more uniform flair to 
the fleet. 

Q. And what did the well- 
dressed skippers and crews 
wear? 

Gale or calm, we dressed 
to prevent chills, not for dry- 
ing out down wind. The men 
wore flannel shirts, heavy 
‘knickers with long woollen 
stockings pulled well up over 
them, high tennis shoes and 
close-fitting visored caps. We 


girls must have been invalu- 
able ballast along with the 
sandbags shifted to windward 
for each tack! Each had on 
a flannel bicycle skirt, double- 
hemmed to prevent immodest 
exposure. These were topped 
by full-sleeved, high-necked 
flannel blouses with four-in- 


hand ties. Our straw hats 
were firmly tied on. We 
thought we looked lovely! 


Just look at today’s skippers! 
The members of the Regatta 
Committee were far more 
comfortable under the tent 
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(a replica of which is still 
used), each sporting a naut- 
ical blue jacket, yachting cap 
and white trousers. 

We certainly did enjoy our 
boats. Once we had a race in 
wooden washtubs, paddled by 
hand. With legs overboard, of 
course that side sank and so 
did we! Evening carnivals 
were elaborate affairs, with 
rowboats and canoes decked 
out with candles and Japanese 
Isnterns. The girls were in 
bright shawls. The reflections 
were something to see. The 








Savings insured 
up to $10,000 by 
the Federal 
Savings and 
Loan Insurance 
Corp., an agen- 
cy of the United 


States 
Government 


SAVE-BY-MAIL .. 


WE 
HAVE 








Main Office 
JAMAICA AVE. 


At Woodhaven Blvd. 
VI 7-7041 


MORTGAGE LOANS - 
CHRISTMAS CLUB - 





WHY GO ELSEWHERE 


NO HIGHER RATES ON LONG ISLAND 
Current Dividend Rates 





INSTALLMENT 
SAVINGS Savings made by 
the 10th of any 
| 0 INCOME month earn div- 
A SAVINGS idends as of the 





Per Annum 


. We Pay Postage Both Ways 


MORTGAGE MONEY! 


COLUMBIA SAVINGS 


AND LOAN ASSOCIATION 


As Near to You as Your Telephone 


Forest Hills Office 


CONTINENTAL AVE. BROADWAY 
At Austin St. At Union Ave. 
BO 3-7500 MY 1-0555 


PROPERTY IMPROVEMENT LOANS 
SAFE DEPOSIT BOXES AVAILABLE 
Hours: Mon. 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.; Tues. to Fri. 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 


Amityville: Mon. to Thurs. 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.; Fri. 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
For the Convenience of our Nassau, Suffolk res. 
Phone IV 1-9550 


first of the 
month. 


REGULAR 
SAVINGS 


i 





at prevailing 
rates 


Amityville Office 








211 








LONG ISLAND FORUM 


only trouble was that the 
candles dripped all over us. 
Q. Those are really grand 
memories, aren’t they! 

We had mighty good times. 
It wasn’t until after several 
summers of fun with the 
whole group of young people 
that any of us started to — 
what do they call it nowa- 
days? — oh yes, started “to 
go steady.” Some of us con- 
tinued to do so, too, for as 
many as sixty happily mar- 
ried years, as Billy Hallock 
and I did. 


Grey Ghost 
(Continued from page 196) 
lift vessel; USS LUISENO 
(ATF 156), a fleet tum; and 
USS KEYWADIN (ATA 
213), which is an auxiliary 

ocean tug. 

When the Task Unit arriv- 
ed on the scene on the follow- 
ing day, the ship was hard 
ashore, swaying back and 
forth at a 15 degree list. Al- 
though she was taking in wa- 
ter slowly, she was not be- 
lieved to be in danger of 
sinking or capsizing at the 
time. LCDR Kalasinsky, 
meanwhile, wanted to inspect 
damage, but the heavy seas 
prevented this. At first, only 
a small boat could be put a- 
longside the crippled “DD,” 
so that a mere preliminary 
survey could be taken. 

On April 19, however, even 
though the weather was still 
noor, it was found that several 
small holes existed in the 
ship’s hull, and that there 
was water in most of the 
compartments below the main 
deck. But damage at this time 
appeared to be slight. Men 
were assigned to pump out 
the flooded compartments, 
but trouble was encountered 
while moving equipment to 
the BALDWIN because of the 
continuing poor weather and 
rough seas. 

On April 20, while two 
probes were getting under- 
way to determine the cause 
of the loss of the ship, con- 
siderable headway was being 
made in the pumping opera- 
tions and it appeared that 
watertight integrity might be 
attained. Six portable pumps 
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The messenger from the tow cable from the USS WINDLASS is hauled 


aboard the BALDWIN. 


with a capacity of 9,000 gal- 
lons per minute were con- 
stantly pouring out the mud- 
dy water. When the pumping 
ceased, the holes in the hull 
were patched once again. 

As the pumping operations 
went on, crews from the USS 
WINDLASS and USS HOIST 
began to lay out lines to the 
beach in order to keep the 
BALDWIN secure and pre- 
vent further damage. Beach 
cear, as it is called, is also 
used to assist salvage ships in 
pulling off a grounded vessel, 
and 8,000 pound anchors 
were set out in the direction 
that the grounded ship was 
to be pulled. Then, the cables 


from these anchors are at- 
tached to powerful winches. 
The beach gear steadies the 
ships involved, allows a more 
even pull, and increases the 
mechanical advantage of the 
winches. 

On the following day, April 
21, the first pull was made 
on the BALDWIN, but soon 
the grey monster began to 
flood seriously once again. 
Operations had to be ceased 
until patchwork could be done. 
In the days that followed 
pumping and patching con- 
tinued in an effort to get her 
afloat once again. 

The USS SALVAGER ar- 
rived from Bermuda, and on 
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April 25, additional beach 
gear was laid. There was no 
success during the morning 
pull, but the BALDWIN was 
moved 5 feet seaward in the 
evening. And then a streak 
of bad luck set in — a winch 
exploded — a man aboard the 
SALVAGER was injured 
slightly, and then, too, the 
weather took a turn for the 
worse, with winds and seas 
running high. Yet, the fol- 
lowing day the BALDWIN 
was pulled another ten feet 
seaward, still her rocky foe 
holding tight. 

On April 28, YFNB-17 (a 
covered lightship - self pro- 
pelled; similar to a flat bot- 
tomed barge), arrived at Fort 
Pond Bay and was used for 
storing material and supplies. 
It was hoped that the YFNB 
could be used alongside the 
BALDWIN when she was 
pulled free, so that SCUBA 
(aqualung) divers could ex- 
amine the damage to the ship’s 
hull. Then disaster struck... 
a crew was busily tugging at 
the BALDWIN when a 500 
yard wire rope attached to one 
of the beach gear anchors 
broke at the chain stopper and 
lashed back across the deck, 
killing one man instantly, in- 
juring two others aboard the 
WINDLASS. The dead man 
was Tommie J. King, Engine- 
man, Third Class, of Norfolk, 
Va. 


The weather continued to 
get worse, so bad, that pulling 
operations had to stop with 
no further pulls being made. 
But still the salvage men 
worked on. On April 30, some 
blasting was done to clear a 
channel for the BALDWIN, 
so that pulling operations 
might be made easier. 


Finally, several days later, 
because of the foul weather, 
the SALVAGER and WIND- 
LASS were forced to pull up 
the beach gear and find shel- 
ter in Fort Pond Bay. In or- 
der to save the BALDWIN 
from further broaching and 
pounding, she was flooded. 

For almost a week the poor 
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weather continued, but LCDR 
Kalasinsky was determined 
to get the BALDWIN off. 
Beach gear was again re-laid 
on May 9 by the SALVAGER 
and WINDLASS. But some 
Eastenders were beginning to 
say that the operation was a 
matter of Navy pride, the 
BALDWIN must come off at 
all cost! 

For another week the de- 
stroyer was slowly pulled sea- 
ward. Pulls on the ship were 
made during high tides, with 
operations beginning one hour 
before the flood. 

But the work aboard the 
salvage ships could not con- 
tinue forever. The men de- 
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served rest from their ten to 
seventeen hours of labor a 
day, working on the wet slip- 
pery decks, freezing from the 
cold lashing spray. During 
the poor weather, the men 
were given a leave of four 
days for “rest and relaxa- 
tion,” and as one editor put 
it, “Some of them relaxed as 
far west as East Hampton.” 

When work resumed, the 
men began to seal off the dam- 
aged sections of the ship, but 
by May 26 it was determined 
that since the BALDWIN’s 
hull was extensively damaged, 
and the costs of repair would 
be far in excess of her value 
(an estimated $60,000 scrap), 
the ship would be towed to 
sea and sunk in at least 100 
fathoms of water. 


By June 3, bubbles of com- 
pressed air had been estab- 
lished in the A, B, C sections, 
and the BALDWIN, now 
floating on a bubble of air, 
could be towed 191 feet sea- 
ward. The following day at 
6:23 p.m., after weeks of hard 
work, she was pulled free and 
was soon on her way to the 
100 fathom line. 

Gingerly, the towing ves- 
sels took the BALDWIN to- 
ward the point of no return. 
Escorted by the tugs KEY- 
WADIN and LUISENO, aid- 
ed by the USS RECOVERY, 
she left Montauk Point at 6:50 
p.m. on June 5, and at 12:17 
on the following day the 
BALDWIN, World War II, 
heroine, and the most recent 
ship to be wrecked on Long- 
Island shores, was scuttled 
and slowly sank to the bottom 
in two hundred fathoms of 
water. The grey ghost of Mon- 
tauk is no more... 
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cross the Sound from Greenport 
to Stonington by steamer, two 
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rail directly from New York to 
Boston, which threw the LIRR 
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coln prior to his first inaugura- 
tion: “. . . The whole country is 
already informed of the infernal 
plot whereby Mr. Lincoln was to 
have been murdered on his way 
to the National Metropolis, and 
to that patriotic old hero, General 
Scott, and Gov. Hicks of Mary- 
land, do the American people 
owe ceaseless thanks that their 
history has not been stained with 
the foulest of crimes.” 
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